
Letter from Dr Jaffa to the Rural Economy Committee regarding PE1598, dated 
20 October 2016 
 
Dear Mr Mountain, 
 
I apologise for writing to you direct about Petition PE1598 which will discussed at the 
Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee next week rather than through the 
Committee. I have been travelling. 
 
The Petitions Committee became involved in debate concerning the control of sea 
lice on salmon farms but actually the Petition really concerns the state of wild salmon 
and sea trout stocks and whether they are affected by the influence of salmon 
farming. They assume and take as fact that salmon farming has a negative impact 
on wild salmon numbers. Proving a link between sea lice from salmon farms and 
declining wild fish numbers has been extremely difficult and until now there has been 
no definitive answer. 
 
At the end of last month, I was the opening speaker at a three day International 
conference on sea lice in Co Mayo, Ireland. This was attended by over 300 specialist 
researchers looking at all aspects of sea lice from biology to impacts of sea lice on 
wild salmon. My paper, which is due to be published in the Journal of Fish Diseases, 
analysed the catch data for salmon and sea trout from all 109 fishery districts in 
Scotland including the west coast over a period  of sixty two years. Such work has 
never been previously undertaken. 
 
The work shows that  
 

1.       many west coast wild fish stocks were in decline long before salmon 
farming arrived in the vicinity.   

2.       Sea trout stocks are in decline across all of Scotland not just the west 
coast. 

3.       Importantly, over 50% of west coast fishery districts show opposing catch 
data for salmon and sea trout. For example, the collapse of the Loch Ewe sea 
trout fishery has been blamed on the presence of salmon farming BUT, whilst 
sea trout catches have declined, salmon catches from the same river system 
have increased. If salmon farms were to blame why are salmon catches also 
not in decline? 

 
I have tried to discuss these findings with the Petitioners – Salmon & Trout 
Conservation – but they have failed to respond to any attempts to make contact. The 
fisheries scientists at Marine Scotland’s Freshwater Fisheries Laboratory at Pitlochry 
have also been reluctant to meet. 
 
It is also important to note that the Petition claims that the classification of all west 
coast fishery districts as Grade 3 (the worst possible) by Marine Scotland is 
indicative of the impact of salmon farming on wild fish stocks. However, Marine 
Scotland recently released the reclassification of Scottish rivers for 2017 and the 
west coast includes 22 rivers and fishery districts that are now classified as Grade 1 
(the best) and a further 35 that are classified as Grade 2. This shows that wild 



salmonid stocks along the west coast are not in the perilous state as the Petitioners 
claim. Grade 1 and 2 allows anglers to kill the fish they catch.  
 
Salmon farming has been a convenient scapegoat for anglers to blame however 
there are many other factors which influence the state of wild fish stocks. It seems 
that the Petitioners prefer to exclude all other possibilities other than salmon farming.  
 
 
Dr Martin Jaffa 
 


